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Meeting Called to order by Cindy Salo at 9 am on 6/28.

Members of the committee in attendance introduced themselves and provided a brief overview of the types of research they are working on now.

David Whitaker of the Raptor Research Center presented a talk on some of the Center’s work on Restoration of Raptor Habitat from 9:10 – 10:00 am.

Business Meeting started at 10:20 am.

Dennis Neuman, committee secretary, distributed CD copies of the WERA-21 2004 Appendix to the Annual Report. For this WERA-21, the agreed upon convention is that the Annual Report consists of a summary of the annual meeting, prepared within 60 days following the annual meeting and an Appendix to the Annual Report (filed in February of each year) providing a detailed summary of the on-going research and products of the institutions represented by the WERA-21 members. By using this approach the WERA-21 group meets the NIMSS mandated requirement of filing an Annual Report within 60 days of the annual meeting, and the Appendix gives the participants the opportunity to continue the tradition of summarizing their accomplishments in detail on a calendar year basis. 
Tom Thurow explained recent changes on the NIMSS web site and reiterated the requirements for submission of Annual Report following the meeting and the agreed upon practice of providing an appendix to the annual report in February summarizing the reclamation/restoration ecology research at each member institution. Dr. Thurow also informed the group that our charter had been renewed through 30 September 2009.

Jim Dobrowolski, chair of the committee, provided an administrative report that focused on opportunities for the group with regard to the National Research Initiative (NRI) Program. He provided an overview of the process of how the NRI RFPs evolve between years and discussed some likely high-need areas for reclamation and restoration ecology research in the future. 

The Committee than began to discuss the WERA-21 (our) Website. All committee members present agreed that the website needed to be updated including the membership list. An update was also needed for individual committee member research interests and it was agreed that research updates should be sent to the webmaster, Roy Jemison. The committee secretary, Peter Stahl, will contact committee members and inform them of the need for research updates. Roy agreed to continue as webmaster for another year and Cindy Salo will serve as assistant webmaster. Tom Thurow suggested that links to individual committee member websites be created on the WERA 21 website.

The Committee then discussed the WERA 21 poster and agreed that the objective of the poster is to inform people of the purpose of WERA-21. Jim Dobrowoloski agreed to update the poster.

While discussing the poster, it was noted that there is little information on the official WERA-21 website. Jim Dobrowolski stated that he would look into this matter.

The committee then discussed the topic of a new administrative advisor. Tom Thurow had been serving as administrative advisor but no longer qualifies to do so since he no longer serves as a university administrator. The group discussed desirable traits and possible individuals that meet the WERA requirements and desired traits for service (e.g., an interest/background in reclamation/restoration ecology and a willingness to follow through on administrative responsibilities and attend the annual meetings – as Thurow had).
The next topic of discussion was the WERA-21 Photo Data Base, a searchable image database the committee hopes to construct. Little or no progress had been made on this since the 2004 annual meeting. Cindy Salo was appointed to construct and manage the WERA-21 photo database. Members of the committee each agreed to send Cindy 5 digital images for the database.

The committee held an election for a new secretary. Peter Stahl was elected to this position.

The committee agreed to plan on convening next year’s annual meeting in conjunction with the 2006 Billings Land Reclamation Symposium in June at Billings, MT with a field trip to visit long-term reclamation activities in and around Butte, MT.
Membership issues were then discussed. Stuart Hardagree announced that he would be leaving the committee and would be replaced by Fred Pierson. Larry Holzworth informed the committee he would be replaced by Bill Briggs. Members agreed that the committee needs members from under-represented states. Tom Thurow explained the mechanisms available for registering new appointments to the committee (new members can be entered directly by the administrative advisor if they represent federal agencies or non-land grant universities or, in the case of land grant academic faculty, the registration would need to take place through their institution’s Agricultural Experiment Director office).

The business meeting was adjourned at noon.

On the afternoon of 28 June the field tour began. The first stop was the Boise Botanic Garden where native forb test plots were visited along with a general tour of the garden. The tour than continued on to visit the USDA-FS Lucky Peak Nursery where the group learned about the operations of the modern million-seedling capacity greenhouse facilities used to produce seedlings and native plant seed for reclamation projects throughout the western U.S. The tour than visited USFS research sites managed by Dr. Nancy Shaw and Dr. Lynn Kinter and discussed restoration ecology considerations associated with rush skeletonweed population dynamics in burned and non-burned areas. The Great Basin Native Plant Selection and Increase Project was also discussed.
On Wednesday, 29 June, the group took an extensive tour of the USDA-ARS Reynolds Creek Experimental Watershed. The primary areas for discussion throughout the day took place in the context of visiting on-going field research sites focused on grazing and prescribed fire management research relating to vegetation succession, rangeland hydrology, and management of native and non-native invasive species. 
