Minutes of NCR-202

December 3, 2002

Niagara Falls, Ontario

Administrative Advisor:

Chair and Secretary:

William R. Woodson


Greg J. Hunt

Dean, Agricultural Research

Purdue University

Agricultural Admin. Bldg.

1158 State St.

West Lafayette, IN 47907

West Lafayette, IN 47907-2054

Members in Attendance: Greg Hunt – Indiana, James Tew – Ohio, Marion Ellis – Nebraska, Zachary Huang – Michigan, Marla Spivak – Minnesota, Tom Webster – Kentucky, Gene Robinson – Illinois.

Members Absent:

Whitney Cranshaw – Colorado, Richard Houserman – Missouri.

Guests:

Susan Cobey – Ohio, Medhat Nasr – Alberta, Canada, Gard Otis – Guelph, Ontario, Annete Phibbs – Wisconsin

The first meeting of NCR-202 was held at the Sheraton Fallsview Hotel, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada on December 3, 2002.  This meeting site and date was chosen to allow interaction with researchers attending the American Bee Research Conference of the American Association of Professional Apiculturists (AAPA) and their Canadian counterparts (CAPA).  Greg Hunt, Chair of NCR-202, coordinated this meeting.

Greg Hunt began the meeting at 1:30 p.m., and each person introduced themselves.  Dr. Hunt explained that Bob Cox of Iowa, Ray Nabors of Missouri and Gary Ross of Kansas all had to resign from the committee because of job cuts and reassignment.  These individuals did not have tenure-track academic appointments and had positions as either State Apiarist or Extension Specialist (Nabors).  The trend for reduction in state’s commitment to apiculture was discussed.

The Agenda was reviewed.


Introductions


Administrative Advisor Report


Review of NCR regulations


State Reports


Break

Discussion of collaborative research and extension projects and future directions of NCR-202.

The agenda was approved by the committee unanimously. 

Dr. Woodson noted that this was the first meeting of this group as a multi-state NCR committee and that the committee had been approved for a 5- year project.  He briefed the group on the roles of NCR committees in research and extension as multi-state coordinating efforts and cited some examples of committees that he has participated with, such as the small fruits committee.  He explained the rules for participation and for reimbursement of expenses.  Participation is at the discretion of state experiment station directors.  Once appointed by a director, a participant can expect some funds will be available for travel to committee meetings.  He explained that committees generally have a chairman and a secretary that would advance to chair the following year.  After a brief discussion, Dr. Hunt suggested that the chair could fulfill the secretary duties and that a chair-elect could be elected to provide continuity.  A motion was made and seconded to organize NCR-202 with a chairman and chair-elect.  The motion passed unanimously.

Dr. Hunt appointed Marla Spivak and Marion Ellis to a nominating committee to select next year’s chair and the chair-elect.

Members of NCR-202 presented oral reports of research and extension activities.  Committee members briefed Dr. Woodson on the economic status of the industry, the impact of parasitic mites and research being conducted in this area.

Dr. Webster of Kentucky has been involved for the past two years with breeding for Varroa mite resistance and last year initiated a new beekeeper association aimed at promoting beekeeping and educating beekeepers.  The association was called the Heartland Apiculture Society (HAS).  The first meeting was held in Indiana.  HAS was partially the result of interactions between committee members of NCT-179, which resulted in formation of NCR-202.

Dr. Hunt noted that several members including Webster, Spivak and himself were conducting research focused on breeding for higher resistance of bees to parasitic Varroa mites and that sharing of stocks and information could benefit the group and industry.  He also discussed the start of the honey bee genome project.  This project will sequence much of the bee genome next year.  He expressed the opinion that it would eventually provide more funding for basic research with bees and raise public awareness.

Dr. Huang has been involved in extension, study of Varroa resistance to pesticides, and the development and testing of a device that can kill mites by heating them electrically.  He also conducts workshops at the annual ANR week at Michigan State University and is involved in developing web pages and an internet course for beekeepers.

Dr. Spivak discussed her work with selection for hygienic stocks of bees that remove mites and the physiological mechanism behind hygienic behavior.  She also has been offering a short-course in queen breeding each year to beekeepers and has cooperated with Dr. Ellis in this regard.   She expressed the opinion that the Heartland Apiculture Society could become an important focus for NCR-202, and perhaps a venue for future meetings.

Dr. Ellis concurred with the idea that HAS could be an important coordinating activity for NCR-202.  He discussed his apicultural short-course and how it could become a part of future HAS meetings.  He is considering reorganizing the course into web-based modules that could be studied by participants prior to the HAS meeting.  At the HAS meeting, participants would be in problem-solving groups and at the end of the year would report back on service activities that promote beekeeping.  He has been able to document substantial impact this way. There was further discussion about the possibility of engaging some of the committee in developing the modules.  Dr. Spivak raised the possibility of including a queen-rearing course in the HAS meeting but decided it would be difficult in the it’s current form.

Discussion then focused on the organization of HAS and the desirability of moving future meetings towards the areas of Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota where there is a lot of beekeeper demand for these types of meetings yet very few active apiculturists involved in extension activities.  HAS is organized similar to the Eastern Apiculture Society but in a simpler fashion.  It has a small central committee with the president being the one to organize the next year’s meeting and who is located near the venue, along with a chairman that provides general direction to the society.

The nominating committee submitted Dr. Greg Hunt to remain as chair next year to provide continuity for NCR-202 in its second year.  The motion was made and seconded to accept the nomination.  The nomination passed unanimously.

The nominating committee then submitted the name of Dr. Zachary Huang for chair-elect for next year.  The motion was made and seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

The business meeting was adjourned.

Approved:

Greg J. Hunt
Date

NCR-202 Chairman and Secretary 2002

William R. Woodson

NCR-202 Administrative Advisor 2002

